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The University of Dayton

News Release
Feb. 28, 1992
Contact: Pam Huber

TORT REFORMS COULD LIGHTEN LEGAL LOAD,
BUT WOULD THE DIFFERENCE BE WORTH IT?

DAYTON, Ohio -- Neighbors sue their neighbors, patients sue their
doctors and consumers sue manufacturers, all at the drop of a hat it seems.
With the American legal system burdened by an ever-increasing load of
lawsuits, will tort reform be far behind?
Robert L. Rabin, the A. Calder Mackay professor of law at Stanford
University Law School, will speak on "The Politics of Tort Reform" at 7:30
p.m. Monday, March 16, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom at the University of
Dayton.
Admission is free and open to the public, and a reception with Rabin
will follow the program. Continuing legal education credit is available.
Rabin, the fifth annual E.S. Gallon & Associates scholar-in-residence
at UD, is an expert on tort law--the system of law that allows one person
to hold another liable for injury. Reforms have been suggested that would
limit the damages that could be awarded in a lawsuit as well as limit the
circumstances under which someone could be sued.
Proponents of reform argue that the tort system is too expensive and
reforms would decrease costs of malpractice insurance for doctors and
products for manufacturers. Those against say that tort reforms could
leave injured plaintiffs without full compensation and remove incentives
for manufacturers to act reasonably and carefully.
But should the entire tort system be eliminated and a no-fault
compensation scheme be implemented in its place? Or should modest reforms
be instituted to change the existing system? "There are different
approaches to tort reform," said Rabin. "I ' ll discuss the various kinds
and whether or not they make sense."
For more information on the E.S. Gallon & Associates scholar-inresidence lecture, contact the UD School of Law at (513) 229-2367.
-30For media interviews, call Robert L. Rabin at (415) 723-3073.
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